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many miles around, the lands are cultivated in an assiduous
and careful manner, indicating that the cultivators must be in
the possession of rights well defined and efficiently protected.

From Madras I proceeded northwards along the coast to Nel-
lore. There I inspected the gangs of relief labourers, many
thousand in number, who were working on the broad channel
then in course of construction along the coast, in order to
connect Madras with the canal system of the EListna delta.
This beneficent project was undertaken under the auspices
of the Governor and now named after hiim " the Buckingham
Canal." This is the district which is watered by the Pennaar
river, and in which Sir Arthur Cotton designed a project whereby
the waters of that river should be utilized for irrigation.

It then became necessary to inspect the districts which lay
along the base of the Ghat mountains already mentioned.

Of these the first was that of -North Arcot in which are situate
the historic towns of Axcot and Yellore. In both these towns
the walls, fosses, gateways, bastions and towers remain, enabling
the student to follow the military events which happened
there in the last century. The memory of such events ought
to be perpetually kept alive in the minds of Indian offi-
cers, civil and military, in order that if required to dare and
suffer for the empire, they may be encouraged by the knowledge
of what men in the last century were inspired to do. In this
neighbourhood there are many fine lakes for irrigation, but
their waters were very low after the drought, and it was melan-
choly to see many rich fields lying temporarily wasted, being
deprived of their customary irrigation. In the sandy beds of
streams the cultivators dug wells from which they pumped up
water for their thirsty fields; indeed they had improvised
means of irrigation in various ways, and thus in the midst of
the parched tracts there were green oases of crops in every
direction. The district is interspersed with hills from the summit
of which we could see the effects of dry weather upon a fertile
and populous district, and also the efforts which the people were
making to sustain their cultivation notwithstanding the general
desolation. Many Hindu shrines of celebrity were situated in
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